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Dan Roberts Clowns
Around Jakarta

If laughter is the best medicine then those living in poverty and crisis situations throughout the world are in need
of a double dose. As a volunteer member of Clowns Without Borders, Dan Roberts ('02), refurned fo Jakarta fo
encourage humor and laughter in the city’s poorest neighlborhoods through performances as well as workshops
with children and educators and leave 'no child without a smile.” Dan wrote fo us by email before he arrived in
Indonesia fo explain his goals as a clown.

What are your plans in Jakarta as a Clown Without Borders?

I'm planning o bring the joy and exciternent of circus To communities of children effected by poverty. The point is
fo allow these kids fo be kids. So offen, in poor or homeless communifies, the children are forced fo grow up, act
fough, go to work, etc. af such a young age. | want fo give them a place where they can come to laugh and
goof around, as well as learn beneficial circus skills that will help them in different facetfs of their lives.

What and where will you be teaching and clowning?

| will be performing af different locations for schools and groups of children, sharing my one man, 30-minufe show.
Giving kids a chance o lough, lef loose, enjoy an affernoon and mayboe inspire them to start working and learming
with the project.

[ will also be teaching the JIS kids in Tom Schulz's IB Theater class about clowning and circus. It will be valuable fo
their acting education fo learn clown. (Not the kind of ringling/birthday clown with big rainbow wigs and jumbo
unitards). | studied European clown techniques at my acting conservatory and am very excited fo pass this
knowledge off fo other acting students.

The JIS kids will also learn circus, so they can accompany me in feaching the younger kids of the project. My godl
is fo set up a group of students, part from the One More Chance (OMC) house, part from JIS, and create a
performance ensemble of types. These will be the more advanced students in circus and clown and they will learn
fogether, train together, perform together, fail together and succeed together. In my experience, this is a wonderful
way to bond students together in a real, concrete way. It won't be like the ex-patriot kids are just helping out the
Indonesian kids. They will be equals and they will learn to trust each other and work together in ways crossing
cultural boundaries that they may have not experienced before.

I would also like fo teach some of the JIS kids about clown care (hospital clowning). This is a very delicate and
difficult skill that I myself am still honing and working out. We'll play it by ear and see how things go. Ideally, I'd like
fo have the JIS kids start clowning at hospitals with me. If some of them "get it" then once | leave they'll be able to
continue giving this care fo kids, who will be so appreciative of their kindness.

The following is from Dan’s blog, www.circusindonesia.blogspot.com when he first came to Jakarta and began
his good work.

(February 21, 2008)

[ woke early and headed north to a small fishing
villoge called, Cilincing on the norfh shore of
Jakarta. Affer a three-hour car ride through the
center of Jokarta's macet (frafficl), we arrived fo
find the village is looded and in danger of being
swept info the ocean because of poor drainage
systems and recent high waves. When we arrived,
we were first greeted with a strong aroma of fish.
There were lines of fish-drying fables, surrounded
by half a meter of water from the flooding. We
went to where I'd be performing and feaching
and ['was asked if it was sufficient. It was the living
room of someone’s house. The celling was possibly
fhree meters high and the floor space was barely

enough fo fit a couch, coffee fable and a TV. Of .
course, the room was cleared for our arrival,  Dan with some JIS and OMC students.
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I had planned fo use a rolling globe in my show and juggle five rings,

impossible given the celling height, so | quickly changed plans and went

back to the car to get different gear. The wind had picked up and ocean

waves were splashing between the housing structures. Ducking

underneath fin scrap metal rooftops and bamboo poles holding the

sfructures together, we winded through the Iabyrinth of homes. The

bapak(elder male) of the village brought a few feenage boys fo help

carry things back. There was too much water on the ground fo wear

my clown shoes, so | slipped on my clown pants over my shorts, pulled

my hair info a upwards facing ‘fountain tail” and glued on my clown

nose. As soon as | had fransformed into a baduf (clown), people were

much friendlier. | was no longer greeted with a sarcastic “hello mister,”

out instead was greeted with one of two reactions. Either pointing fingers — Thedbildren of Cilincing havingagoodtime
ond the cormment, "hidung badufl” (clown nose) or a hysterical poinfing,  whileforgettingtherrproblems if onbyforazwhile.
screaming and laughing. Affer a few minutes goofing around with the

adults who were scattered throughout the front of the kampong (village),

we made our enfrance back info the crowded array of homes. All the kids were waiting in the room and talking
with Mita, a member of Yayasan Emmanuel and the coordinator of youth activities, who had escorted me. On
my way back to the children, a large crowd gathered. They were excited to see a clown walking through the
karmpung or perhaps they just wanted to know what this fall foreigner with a

red nose was doing there,

With 30 kids, feenagers and adulfs all frying to see what was going on, the room was packed from wall fo wall. |
started by passing out clown noses o the kids. Once the kids all had noses, the parents and feenagers starfed
asking for noses as well. | fold everyone that | had plenty of noses and the only thing they had fo do to get one,
was to wear it. And they all did! | gave the bapak a special nose that had a sfring on it and he starfed out the
clown show by prefending that he didn’t know how to put it on. The kids excitedly encouraged him fo puf it on
the correct way and after a few minutfes of the nose being an eye patch, a hat or a chin guard, he finally got it
on his nose. | performed an adjusted version of my show, speaking only in Indonesian, which was exciting for me.
Everyone loved the show, laughed and cheered wildly for my fricks, the kids | brought on stage and, of course, the
papak, who spent the whole show shadowing my clowning.

After the show, | brought out some flower sticks to feach the kids. There was only enough room for about 10 kids
fo play at one time, so | falked to the kids about sharing and explained that everyone would get a turn. The kids
that had flower sticks made a circle in the middle of the room and | ran them through some of the insfructions on
how to use them. Affer everyone had a chance fo fry, | collected them all and passed out spinning plates. After
an hour or so of working with the kids, it was time fo pack up all the stuff and leave. Soaked in sweat, with a smile
glued from ear fo ear, | walked out fo the front of the village and said goodbye. The kids were all very excited that
I'll be refurning soon and so am |.

Next, I'll begin teaching after school af a JIS-sponsored house for homeless boys
that was built years ago, when | was at JIS, called the One More Chance
house. We'll also have the first day of our JIS Circus Clubo affer school. Then

Dan at the Cilincing back fo Cilincing. I'll also spend a morning a week at a cancer hospital
kampung with a clowning for the youth and in the affernoon will be leading the
willing lmpa/e who JIS/OMC House Circus infegratfion program. Soon I'll also be
found/ozbinnerclom tfeaching a group of children from a village called

Rawamangun once a week.
I've starfed working with the JIS IB Theater sfudents, feaching
thern the fundamentals of clown. Some of these students
will begin coming with me info the community fo perform
and teach workshops. The JIS students are eager fo learn
and excited to get involved. Two students in
parficular are going fo begin particioating soon
affer school and are using their participation with
this project as part of their IB curriculum.

For more information on Dan and CWB,
please log on to www.clownswithout
borders.org. Then if you'd like to make a
donation, click the scrolling bar ‘Help Us’
and write Indonesia Expedition in the
‘purpose’ line.
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